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He finally decides for placing it with Phytophthora omnivora,
but as a distinct variety, viz., var. Arecce until such time as he
will be ible 4to make a thorough search for alternate host
plants and until the different omnivora forms have been carefully
investigated,* This fungus has since been raised to the rank
of the species: Phytopkthora Arecce (Col.) Pethy.
The owners of betel-nut gardens have themselves invented a
method of protection against the disease. They cut covers
made of the basal sheaths of the big leaves and tie them over
the bunches so as to protect them from the rain. This method
is not very satisfactory and the disease may under certain
conditions be favoured rather than checked by. the coverings.
Coleman thought that spraying with Bordeaux mixture might
prove successful. The results of a year's spraying which he
collected and published show that he was not mistaken. .
According to Mullison, a borer does considerable damage *to
the betel-nut palms. 4It cuts a tunnel from the root upwards
and in time reaches to the growing top. The damage there
done Is so considerable that the top withers and when wind
blows breaks off and falls to the ground.'
Of Godavari, it has been said that termites often injure the
palm materially by eating the rootlets (Watt).
illustration.—Plate XCII shows a group of Betel-nut Palms
taken by Mr. Macniillan in the Botanic Garden of Peradeniya.
In appearance the Betel-nut Palm is perhaps the most
graceful and elegant of Indian Palms. The erect and slender
trunk is of dark-greten when young, and of a dark-grey colour
when old. The ciroles formed by the clasping petioles of the
leaves are distinctly visible upon the stem. The summit termi-
nates in ~a tuft of dark-green foliage. The fruit ripens only
once during the year. At this period the tree has a beautiful
appearance, long bunches of orange oval-shaped fruit hanging
from the upper parts of the trunk, contrasted by the dark-green
foliage.
2. .Aj-eca, concinna Thw. Enura. (1864) 328; Hook. f. FL Brit. Ind. VI,
400; Trim. FL CeyL IV, 322.—A. dieksonii Eoxb. (?); Moon Cat. 66, C. P.
620.	* *
name—Len-teri (Ceylon).
description*—Trunk 8-12 feet high, 14-1|- inehes in diameter,

